
Hello MPEA Friends & Volunteers! 

If there was ever a rollercoaster of a month for the MPEA staff, May might have been it.    
Beautiful days filled with fieldwork were punctuated by rain and flooding and more flooding.  
Mother Nature literally kept us on our toes as we tiptoed around to survey damage of flooded 
trails and knocked over trees and everything else the rising waters rearranged. Despite all the 
time spent cleaning up great activities did transpire.  Most importantly a handful of new             
volunteers stopped by to try their hand at planting or weeding and we were delighted with 
their enthusiasm for helping the environmental area.  It is a relief that May is nearly over. Now 
it is time to get ready for June. Hopefully there will be no surprises.  
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It should come as no surprise that our trail system took a beating this past month.  When the 
river flooded its banks early in May we were left with numerous messes to clean-up: just a few 
downed trees, a log jam here and there, and erosion gullies on the entrance road.  Additionally 
several streams flooded and overflowed onto nearby trails.  At least three trail segments were 
“streams” for a few days with water actively flowing down the trailway. Despite the fact that 
we spent considerable time re-opening the trails post flooding, when it was all said and done 
we were still fortunate the damage wasn’t worse. Considering the amount of rain that fell, we 
were let off easy.  Not surprisingly at mid-month several spots flooded again! That is just what 
happens to trails next to streams or rivers. For now we will wait for the soil to dry out a bit and 
we’ll focus our trail fixin’ activities in higher and drier areas. 

The flooding did result in many questions from visitors.  “What will happen to the boardwalk?” 
is the most popular inquiry.  The “T” boardwalk did sustain major damage and nearly floated 
away. For the time being nothing will be done.  The vernal wetland is full of water and life so 
we don’t want to interrupt the habitat unnecessarily.  Late summer or autumn is the              
opportune time to work on decking repairs in the wetland because the water will be gone and 
damage to the surroundings will be minimal.  

Rain, Rain Go Away 

 
Free Money 

The MPEA was the proud recipient of a grant from the Howard County Bird Club.  Money was 
given towards two ongoing habitat projects and we spent the proceeds on plant material.  In 
the seep area we are going to be planting a variety of shrubs to supplement our habitat       
restoration efforts aimed at attracting breeding pairs of American woodcock (Scolopax minor). 
Next, at the edge of Clegg’s meadow we enhanced a previous Red cedar (Juniperus virginiana) 
planting with additional specimens of Red cedar.  Actually, to be truthful, volunteers from the 
Microsoft Store did all of the digging, planting, and sheltering for the cedars. Thank you     
Howard County Bird Club & Microsoft employees! 



 

I hope to see you out in the MPEA, 

Jeff 
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If you would like 

to sign up to 

receive email 

updates and our 

monthly 

newsletter, or if 

you want to 

request to stop 

receiving them, 

please send a brief 

email to 
jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov 

Conservation Stewardship 
Project: 

 

Barberry & Basketgrass 

June 24th, 9:00 AM 

Trotter Rd entrance 

 

July– no program 

 

August– no program 

 Got Weeds? 

Davey Rogner’s new program to remove invasive plants on weekday afternoons is taking off 
but he can still use your help.  Events occur on Tuesday & Friday afternoons from 3:30 to 6 PM 
through June.  Volunteers meet at the Trotter Road parking lot and work with a staff member.  
Currently the group is clearing invasives adjacent to the trail passing by the seep area.  Look 
carefully and you will see a small swath of land devoid of Multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora).   
Future work groups will: progress towards and into the seep area, maintain tree shelters in the 
meadows, plant shrubs, and any other work which needs doing. If you are interested, send 
Davey a message at drogner@howardcountymd.gov . 

 

Check out the Howard  

County page for the         

Maryland Amphibian &  

Reptile Atlas (MARA)        

2010-2014  

 

http://www.howardbirds.org/

herpatlas/index-MARA.htm 

 

 Potpourri 

Many other activities took place in May.  Our trail of bluebird boxes has a fair bit of nesting 
going on although most of the egg laying isn’t from Eastern bluebirds (Sialia sialis).  So long as 
the feathered occupant is a native cavity-nester they are welcomed. Volunteers have been 
helping clear off tree shelters and track trail conditions and issues.  Ornithologist Dr. Omland 
returned to search for birds which he had placed geolocators on last spring. Two different  
contractors completed work in the area also.  The first was hired to control invasive plants in 
the meadows and the second was tasked with removing some very large dead and dying trees 
from the seep area.  We didn’t want the life-less trees to fall on and crush all the native shrubs 
volunteers have planted over the years or all the new plants we just received from the bird 
club. Finishing up the month was a great native plant walk led by Dwight Johnson during our 
monthly Conservation Stewardship Project event. Mr. Johnson focused on ferns but               
nevertheless did a fine job teaching about many of the plants we encountered, native or not.  

Lots of pictures to share.  We’ll start off with the fun subject material before getting to the 
flood images.  

Photos 

A non-venomous Eastern hog-nosed 

snake (Heterodon platirhinos) found by a 

frequent visitor. 
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Volunteers were treated to an informative and 

fun plant walk with Mr. Dwight Johnson who 

graciously volunteered his time.   

This beautiful site is on the alternate loop of 

the Wildlife Loop Trail 

Our trails are under all of that water.  How much water? Well, look at Davey’s 

photo to the right . He is  on the trail pointing out the flood waterline. 

This was a fun mess to fix. Twice. 

mailto:jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov?subject=MPEA%20Friends%20&%20Volunteers%20Email%20List
http://www.howardbirds.org/herpatlas/index-MARA.htm
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NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

One-time Volunteers are Welcome 

Meet on the 4th Tuesday each month from 9–11:30 AM   

Please Carpool!!! 

Howard County 

Department of Recreation And Parks 

7120 Oakland Mills Road 

Columbia, MD  21046-1677 

Jeff Claffy, Asst. Natural Resources Manager 

Phone: 410.313.6209 

E-mail: jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov 

 

Cheryl Farfaras, Natural Resources Manager 

Phone: 410.313.4726  

E-mail: cfarfaras@howardcountymd.gov 

 

Fax: 410.313.0409 

The Middle Patuxent Environmental Area (MPEA), established in 1996, 
is 1021 acres in size and contains a diversity of habitat types. There are 
upland and bottomland hardwood forest, fields, wetlands, ponds, and 
riparian (riverine) habitats. The primary components of the MPEA's 
mission are natural resource management, education, research and 

recreation. Successfully delivering our mission depends on the 
efforts of volunteers such as you! 

 

T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  

P a t u x e n t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A r e a  

MIDDLE PATUXENT ENVIRONMENTAL AREA 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/mpea.htm 

AND 

www.middlepatuxent.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 27: TRAILSIDE VINE CUTTING 
Trotter Road entrance  
Native trees and shrubs within the wildlife meadows and along the trails bordering them are often overrun with invasive plants. In particular several invasive 
vines are a problem. We will work to control these dreadful vines as part of the ongoing effort to prevent the mature trees from being choked, shaded, or top-
pled. As a bonus we are also planning to host a guest speaker to teach us about the various species of ferns we encounter while working. 

 

June 24: BARBERRY AND BASKETGRASS 
Trotter Road entrance 
Non-native invasive plants are a real and constant threat to our ecosystems and our habitat restoration efforts. Wavyleaf basketgrass is a relative newcomer 
that is spreading fast and we’re still learning about it. We’ve invited a guest researcher to tell us what is important to know right now and how you can help.  
The remaining time will be spent dealing with our nemesis Japanese barberry.  

 

September 23: MEADOWSIDE VINE CUTTING  
South Wind Circle trailhead 
Clegg’s Meadow, our largest grassland, contains a riparian buffer planting site and a small Cedar glade that volunteers nurture and protect. The meadows are 
also surrounded by mature stands of native hardwood trees. Slowly these majestic meadow neighbors are succumbing to the ill effects of several different 
invasive vines. We’ll navigate the meadow border and de-vine the mature trees. Weather permitting we’ll provide a guest to talk about Monarch butterfly    
natural history and demonstrate butterfly capture, tagging and release methods. Finally, we’ll have a speaker to warn us about English Ivy.  

Middle Patuxent Environmental Area 

Conservation Stewardship Project 

2014 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/mpea.htm
http://www.middlepatuxent.org

