
Hello MPEA Friends & Volunteers! 
 

The last days of the year are zipping by and there’s nothing we can do about it.  Fortunately it is 
still pleasant to be outdoors so you can enjoy yourself while running around doing all of those 
year-end duties.   Since the holiday frenzy gets distracting it is important to stop and reflect on 
the accomplishments of the past twelve months. So today we will cover the highlights that are 
freshest in our memory.  Also, just like last year, our County work schedules get a little crazy in 
December so we will clear up that confusion too.  Above all else it has been a great year of   
volunteer contributions.  Thank you to each of you that have: monitored a trail, trimmed back 
encroaching vegetation, snooped on Bluebird babies, cleaned off tree shelters, pulled “weeds”, 
dug up unwanted invasive shrubs, surveyed stream macro-invertebrates, scouted for             
basketgrass, or even just kept an eye out for the unusual.  Thank you! 
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 Think before you print! 

 

This newsletter is          

optimized for online     

viewing. The appearance 

will change if printed. 

 

 

Let’s get this scheduling stuff cleared up.  To start with, the full-time MPEA staff will be off of 
work from Monday Dec. 22nd until Monday January 5th.This is a result of a combination of   
vacation days, weekends, and the closing of Howard County Government Thursday December 
25th through Friday January 2nd.  County Parks will remain open although they will not be 
staffed on Christmas Day. The Robinson Nature Center will be closed on Dec. 25th and Jan. 1st 
but otherwise operating under its normal schedule. 

For a complete list of openings and closings, including a link to the trash and recycling “slide 
schedule,” visit www.howardcountymd.gov/holidayclosings.htm .The 9-1-1 Center, Police and 
Fire departments remain staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For emergencies, call         
9-1-1; for non-emergencies, please call 410-313-2200.  County offices will re-open at regular 
business hours on Monday, January 5. 

Although all this sounds very complicated the fact of the matter is that you will be able to   
continue using the environmental area for the remainder of the year (but staffing will be      
limited to absent). 

Open or Closed? 

 Happy Times 

There were many positive things to come out of 2014. Foremost is the addition of part-time 
staff. Davey, Amy, Sarah (and Evan before he left) have worked hard and are passionate about 
their roles in assisting with the management of the area. Their ideas and enthusiasm were a 
welcome breath of fresh air and we look forward to seeing their future contributions.  Let us 
not forget the behind-the-scene activities of Intern Extraordinaire Maddie who is rapidly    
learning all aspects of the park. 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/holidayclosings.htm


I hope to see you out in the MPEA, 

Jeff 
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If you would like 

to sign up to 

receive email 

updates and our 

monthly 

newsletter, or if 

you want to 

request to stop 

receiving them, 

please send a brief 

email to 
jclaffy@howardcountymd.gov 

 

Check out the Howard  

County page for the         

Maryland Amphibian &  

Reptile Atlas (MARA)        

2010-2014  

 

http://www.howardbirds.org/

herpatlas/index-MARA.htm 

 

 Happy Times (cont’d) 

New staff isn’t the only good news from 2014. There’s plenty to brag about.  The Master      
Gardener’s remain a steadfast partner in producing the Conservation Stewardship Project  
series of events.  Through the Master Gardener partnership several guest speakers were 
brought in to educate volunteers.  Dr. Beauchamp spoke in-depth about many issues            
surrounding the non-native, invasive Wavyleaf basketgrass (Oplismenus hirtellus ssp. undulati-
folius) and Mr. Dwight Johnson led a tour to teach fern identification.  Surprisingly the tour 
resulted in the discovery of a new species for our plant list, Goldie’s fern (Dryopteris goldiana). 

Robinson Nature Center continued to offer guided hikes along the main trail system and 
many, many additional environmental education programs took place in the MPEA in the   
vicinity of the nature center property.  Our marketing efforts were improved as well.  Flyers, 
schedules, and promo materials were given an improved appearance by in-house marketing 
staff. Plus Davey solidified partnerships with many community businesses.  Of course there is 
the website of the Middle Patuxent Environmental Foundation which went online this year: 
http://www.middlepatuxent.org.  There is also the new weekday afternoon Weed Warrior  
volunteer program and multiple groups who came out to help in 2014: The Microsoft Store, 
Howard Community College, and Columbia Families in Nature.  Wow, it’s almost too much to 
remember.  We also received generous support from the Howard County Bird Club that       
contributed to numerous tree plantings.  

NEXT MANAGED HUNT  

DATE IS ON THURSDAY 

 JANUARY 8TH, 2015. 

 Tidbits 

Two minor items also need mentioning.  Winter meadow mowing will take place shortly.    
Approximately one half of the meadows will be mowed.  This arrangement leaves plenty of 
winter cover remaining for the benefit of wildlife.  In the spring, the remaining half will then be 
mowed. Lastly, the Maryland Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project (MARA) is finishing up. The 
project has been going on for five years.  Documenting the species distribution was important 
work that needed doing. If you ever met someone who helped on the project be sure to thank 
them. For more information, check these out: http://marylandnature.org/mara/ and          
http://howardbirds.org/herpatlas/index-MARA.htm  

 Interesting Link 

Here’s a mostly uplifting story to close out the year.  One person can make a difference! 

http://www.thebetterindia.com/10904/jadav-molai-payeng-forest-man-india/ 
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Cheryl Farfaras, Natural Resources Manager 

Phone: 410.313.4726  

E-mail: cfarfaras@howardcountymd.gov 

 

Fax: 410.313.0409 

The Middle Patuxent Environmental Area (MPEA), established in 1996, 
is 1021 acres in size and contains a diversity of habitat types. There are 
upland and bottomland hardwood forest, fields, wetlands, ponds, and 
riparian (riverine) habitats. The primary components of the MPEA's 
mission are natural resource management, education, research and 

recreation. Successfully delivering our mission depends on the 
efforts of volunteers such as you! 

 

T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  

P a t u x e n t  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A r e a  

MIDDLE PATUXENT ENVIRONMENTAL AREA 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/mpea.htm 

AND 

www.middlepatuxent.org 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/mpea.htm
http://www.middlepatuxent.org

